Introduction
In the year 2001, there were 15-armed confl icts around the globe all of which were fought within state borders by regular armed forces and identifi able armed groups, or armed groups fi ghting one another in the territory of a given state.
1
Somalia was, and continues to be, one of those states aff ected by internal armed confl icts. As discussed in chapter one, since 1988 Somalia has been in a constant state of fl uctuating and complex emergency situations, characterized by internal armed confl icts. It has experienced a succession of four confl icts, each marked by its own specifi c characteristics. Th e fi rst wave of hostilities between state and non-state entities, namely the Somali National Army and clan-based militias, started in May 1988. Th is culminated in the ousting of Barre's regime in January 1991 and the implosion of national institutions, authority, and law and order. His departure triggered a second wave of devastating armed confl icts among clanbased factions. Th e third wave of hostilities involved the multinational UN troops and the late General Aidid's forces.
2 Th e confl ict between the UN forces and General Aidid is beyond the scope of this chapter, which will be limited to the confl ict between the Somali state and non-state actors. Th e fourth is the ongoing series of more localised, unpredictable inter and intra-clan fi ghting for the control of territory and resources. Broadly, the confl icts that have blighted Somalia can be divided into two categories -those before the collapse of the state between governmental and non-governmental actors and those after the state collapse, involving inter-factional fi ghting between clan-based warring parties. In the preceding chapter, the background causes of the armed confl ict were extensively discussed. Th e focus of the many analyses of the confl icts in Somalia has led to a simplistic characterisation of the confl icts as merely clan warfare resulting from traditional clan confl ict. If this characterisation was accurate, one would expect the current confl ict to be triggered by traditional causes of tension in Somali society and the form of the fi ghting to conform to traditional Somali patterns of warfare. In light of the analysis in chapter one as well as this chapter itself, it should be possible to evaluate the extent to which the features of the current hostilities are attributable to traditional, Somali-specifi c elements. Th is chapter will examine both the immediate causes of the current confl ict and their resulting conduct.
Th e Segmentary Lineage System
In order to comprehend the character of the confl ict, it is necessary to understand the segmentary lineage system, in which the clan has always occupied an important position. Th e clan-based social structure has been characterized by intense competition and confl ict between descent groups.
3 Th us, the civil war is generally understood as resulting from features of the clan system. As noted:
Power is exercised through temporary coalitions and ephemeral alliances between lineages. A given alliance fragments into competitive units as soon as the situation that necessitated it ceases to exist. In urban settings, for example, where relatively large economic and political stakes are contested, the whole population may be polarized into two opposing camps of clan alliances. To varying degrees, the poles of power in the politics of independent Somalia generally have tended to form around the Daarood clanfamily and a confederacy of the Hawiye and the Isaaq clanfamilies.
